Open-heart surgical centers. Standards and monitoring.
This article contains the essence of a report presented to the Council of The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS) by an Ad Hoc Committee on Issues composed of the authors, on October 13, 1976. Because of urgent demand to have this information immediately available, early publication was desirable. However, to have official endorsement of the AATS would have necessitated waiting until April, 1977, the date of the next meeting of the Association. Since this would delay publication of this information for more than one year, it was considered reasonable by the Council that it be published as a free-standing statement of the authors.